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CHAPTER VII

1. I will declare the duties of kings, (and) show how a king
should conduct himself, how he was created, and how (he can
obtain) highest success.

2. A Kshatriya, who has received according to the rule the
sacrament prescribed by the Veda, must duly protect this whole
(world).

3. For, when these creatures, being without a king, through
fear dispersed in all directions, the Lord created a king for the
protection of this whole (creation),

4. Taking (for that purpose) eternal particles of Indra, of the
Wind, of Yama, of the Sun, of Fire, of Varuna, of the Moon,
and of the Lord of wealth (Kubera).

5. Because a king has been formed of particles of those lords
of the gods, he therefore surpasses all created beings in lustre;

6. And, like the sun, he burns eyes and hearts; nor can any-
body on earth even gaze on him.



7. Through his (supernatural) power he is Fire and Wind, he
Sun and Moon, he the Lord of justice (Yama), he Kubera, he
Varuna, he great Indra.

8. Even an infant king must not be despised, (from an idea)
that he is a (mere) mortal; for he is a great deity in human form.

9. Fire burns one man only, if he carelessly approaches it,
the fire of a king’s (anger) consumes the (whole) family, toget-
her with its cattle and its hoard of property.

10. Having fully considered the purpose, (his) power, and
the place and the time, he assumes by turns many (different)
shapes for the complete attainment of justice.

11. He, in whose favour resides Padma, the goddess of for-
tune, in whose valour dwells victory, in whose anger abides
death, is formed of the lustre of all (gods).

12. The (man), who in his exceeding folly hates him, will
doubtlessly perish; for the king quickly makes up his mind to
destroy such (a man).

13. Let no (man), therefore, transgress that law which favou-
rites, nor (his orders) which inflict pain on those in disfavour.

14. For the (king’s) sake the Lord formerly created his own
son, Punishment, the protector of all creatures, (an incarnation
of) the law, formed of Brahman’s glory.

15. Through fear of him all created beings, both the immo-
vable and the movable, allow themselves to be enjoyed and
swerve not from their duties.
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16. Having fully considered the time and the place (of the
offence), the strength and the knowledge (of the offender), let
him justly inflict that (punishment) on men who act unjustly.

17. Punishment is (in reality) the king (and) the male, that
the manager of affairs, that the ruler, and that is called the surety
for the four orders’ obedience to the law.

18. Punishment alone governs all created beings, punis-
hment alone protects them, punishment watches over them whi-
le they sleep; the wise declare punishment (to be identical with)
the law.

19. If (punishment) is properly inflicted after (due) conside-
ration, it makes all people happy; but inflicted without conside-
ration, it destroys everything.

20. If the king did not, without tiring, inflict punishment on
those worthy to be punished, the stronger would roast the wea-
ker, like fish on a spit;

21. The crow would eat the sacrificial cake and the dog
would lick the sacrificial viands, and ownership would not re-
main with any one, the lower ones would (usurp the place of)
the higher ones.

22. The whole world is kept in order by punishment, for a
guiltless man is hard to find; through fear of punishment the
whole world yields the enjoyments (which it owes).

23. The gods, the Danavas, the Gandharvas, the Rakshasas,
the bird and snake deities even give the enjoyments (due from
them) only, if they are tormented by (the fear of) punishment.

24. All castes (varna) would be corrupted (by intermixture),
all barriers would be broken through, and all men would rage
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(against each other) in consequence of mistakes with respect to
punishment.

25. But where Punishment with a black hue and red eyes
stalks about, destroying sinners, there the subjects are not distur-
bed, provided that he who inflicts it discerns well.

26. They declare that king to be a just inflicter of punis-
hment, who is truthful, who acts after due consideration, who is
wise, and who knows (the respective value of) virtue, pleasure,
and wealth.

27. A king who properly inflicts (punishment), prospers with
respect to (those) three (means of happiness); but he who is
voluptuous, partial, and deceitful will be destroyed, even
through the (unjust) punishment (which he inflicts).

28. Punishment (possesses) a very bright lustre, and is hard
to be administered by men with unimproved minds; it strikes
down the king who swerves from his duty, together with his
relatives.

29. Next it will afflict his castles, his territories, the whole
world together with the movable and immovable (creation), li-
kewise the sages and the gods, who (on the failure of offerings)
ascend to the sky.

30. (Punishment) cannot be inflicted justly by one who has
no assistant, (nor) by a fool, (nor) by a covetous man, (nor) by
one whose mind is unimproved, (nor) by one addicted to sensual
pleasures.

31. By him who is pure (and) faithful to his promise, who
acts according to the Institutes (of the sacred law), who has
good assistants and is wise, punishment can be (justly) inflicted.
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32. Let him act with justice in his own domain, with rigour
chastise his enemies, behave without duplicity towards his
friends, and be lenient towards Brahmanas.

33. The fame of a king who behaves thus, even though he
subsist by gleaning, is spread in the world, like a drop of oil on
water.

34. But the fame of a king who acts in a contrary manner
and who does not subdue himself, diminishes in extent among
men like a drop of clarified butter in water.

35. The king has been created (to be) the protector of the
castes (varna) and orders, who, all according to their rank, dis-
charge their several duties.

36. Whatever must be done by him and by his servants for
the protection of his people, that I will fully declare to you in
due order.

37. Let the king, after rising early in the morning, worship
Brahmanas who are well versed in the threefold sacred science
and learned (in polity), and follow their advice.

38. Let him daily worship aged Brahmanas who know the
Veda and are pure; for he who always worships aged men, is
honoured even by Rakshasas.

39. Let him, though he may already be modest, constantly
learn modesty from them; for a king who is modest never peris-
hes.

40. Through a want of modesty many kings have perished,
together with their belongings; through modesty even hermits in
the forest have gained kingdoms.
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41. Through a want of humility Vena perished, likewise king
Nahusha, Sudas, the son of Pigavana, Sumukha, and Nemi.

42. But by humility Prithu and Manu gained sovereignty,
Kubera the position of the Lord of wealth, and the son of Gadhi
the rank of a Brahmana.

43. From those versed in the three Vedas let him learn the
threefold (sacred science), the primeval science of government,
the science of dialectics, and the knowledge of the (supreme)
Soul; from the people (the theory of) the (various) trades and
professions.

44. Day and night he must strenuously exert himself to con-
quer his senses; for he (alone) who has conquered his own sen-
ses, can keep his subjects in obedience.

45. Let him carefully shun the ten vices, springing from love
of pleasure, and the eight, proceeding from wrath, which (all)
end in misery.

46. For a king who is attached to the vices springing from
love of pleasure, loses his wealth and his virtue, but (he who is
given) to those arising from anger, (loses) even his life.

47. Hunting, gambling, sleeping by day, censoriousness, (ex-
cess with) women, drunkenness, (an inordinate love for) dan-
cing, singing, and music, and useless travel are the tenfold set
(of vices) springing from love of pleasure.

48. Tale-bearing, violence, treachery, envy, slandering, (un-
just) seizure of property, reviling, and assault are the eightfold
set (of vices) produced by wrath.
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49. That greediness which all wise men declare to be the
root even of both these (sets), let him carefully conquer; both
sets (of vices) are produced by that.

50. Drinking, dice, women, and hunting, these four (which
have been enumerated) in succession, he must know to be the
most pernicious in the set that springs from love of pleasure.

51. Doing bodily injury, reviling, and the seizure of pro-
perty, these three he must know to be the most pernicious in the
set produced by wrath.

52. A self-controlled (king) should know that in this set of
seven, which prevails everywhere, each earlier-named vice is
more abominable (than those named later).

53. (On a comparison) between vice and death, vice is decla-
red to be more pernicious; a vicious man sinks to the nethermost
(hell), he who dies, free from vice, ascends to heaven.

54. Let him appoint seven or eight ministers whose ancestors
have been royal servants, who are versed in the sciences, heroes
skilled in the use of weapons and descended from (noble) fami-
lies and who have been tried.

55. Even an undertaking easy (in itself) is (sometimes) hard
to be accomplished by a single man; how much (harder is it for
a king), especially (if he has) no assistant, (to govern) a king-
dom which yields great revenues.

56. Let him daily consider with them the ordinary (business,
referring to) peace and war, (the four subjects called) sthana, the
revenue, the (manner of) protecting (himself and his kingdom),
and the sanctification of his gains (by pious gifts).
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57. Having (first) ascertained the opinion of each (minister)
separately and (then the views) of all together, let him do what
is (most) beneficial for him in his affairs.

58. But with the most distinguished among them all, a lear-
ned Brahmana, let the king deliberate on the most important
affairs which relate to the six measures of royal policy.

59. Let him, full of confidence, always entrust to that (offi-
cial) all business; having taken his final resolution with him, let
him afterwards begin to act.

60. He must also appoint other officials, (men) of integrity,
(who are) wise, firm, well able to collect money, and well tried.

61. As many persons as the due performance of his business
requires, so many skilful and clever (men), free from sloth, let
him appoint.

62. Among them let him employ the brave, the skilful, the
high-born, and the honest in (offices for the collection of) reve-
nue, (e.g.) in mines, manufactures, and storehouses, (but) the
timid in the interior of his palace.

63. Let him also appoint an ambassador who is versed in all
sciences, who understands hints, expressions of the face and
gestures, who is honest, skilful, and of (noble) family.

64. (Such) an ambassador is commended to a king (who is)
loyal, honest, skilful, possessing a good memory, who knows
the (proper) place and time (for action, who is) handsome, fear-
less, and eloquent.

65. The army depends on the official (placed in charge of it),
the due control (of the subjects) on the army, the treasury and
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the (government of) the realm on the king, peace and its oppo-
site (war) on the ambassador.

66. For the ambassador alone makes (kings’) allies and sepa-
rates allies; the ambassador transacts that business by which
(kings) are disunited or not.

67. With respect to the affairs let the (ambassador) explore
the expression of the countenance, the gestures and actions of
the (foreign king) through the gestures and actions of his confi-
dential (advisers), and (discover) his designs among his ser-
vants.

68. Having learnt exactly (from his ambassador) the designs
of the foreign king, let (the king) take such measures that he
does not bring evil on himself.

69. Let him settle in a country which is open and has a dry
climate, where grain is abundant, which is chiefly (inhabited) by
Aryans, not subject to epidemic diseases (or similar troubles),
and pleasant, where the vassals are obedient and his own (peo-
ple easily) find their livelihood.

70. Let him build (there) a town, making for his safety a
fortress, protected by a desert, or a fortress built of (stone and)
earth, or one protected by water or trees, or one (formed by an
encampment of armed) men or a hill-fort.

71. Let him make every effort to secure a hill-fort, for
amongst all those (fortresses mentioned) a hill-fort is distinguis-
hed by many superior qualities.

72. The first three of those (various kinds of fortresses) are
inhabited by wild beasts, animals living in holes and aquatic
animals, the last three by monkeys, men, and gods respectively.
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73. As enemies do not hurt these (beings, when they are)
sheltered by (their) fortresses, even so foes (can) not injure a
king who has taken refuge in his fort.

74. One bowman, placed on a rampart, is a match in battle
for one hundred (foes), one hundred for ten thousand; hence it is
prescribed (in the Sastras that a king will posses) a fortress.

75. Let that (fort) be well supplied with weapons, money,
grain and beasts of burden, with Brahmanas, with artisans, with
engines, with fodder, and with water.

76. Let him cause to be built for himself, in the centre of it,
a spacious palace, (well) protected, habitable in every season,
resplendent (with whitewash), supplied with water and trees.

77. Inhabiting that, let him wed a consort of equal caste
(varna), who possesses auspicious marks (on her body), and is
born in a great family, who is charming and possesses beauty
and excellent qualities.

78. Let him appoint a domestic priest (purohita) and choose
officiating priests (ritvig); they shall perform his domestic rites
and the (sacrifices) for which three fires are required.

79. A king shall offer various (Srauta) sacrifices at which
liberal fees (are distributed), and in order to acquire merit, he
shall give to Brahmanas enjoyments and wealth.

80. Let him cause the annual revenue in his kingdom to be
collected by trusty (officials), let him obey the sacred law in (his
transactions with) the people, and behave like a father towards
all men.
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81. For the various (branches of business) let him appoint
intelligent supervisors; they shall inspect all (the acts) of those
men who transact his business.

82. Let him honour those Brahmanas who have returned
from their teacher’s house (after studying the Veda); for that
(money which is given) to Brahmanas is declared to be an im-
perishable treasure for kings.

83. Neither thieves nor foes can take it, nor can it be lost;
hence an imperishable store must be deposited by kings with
Brahmanas.

84. The offering made through the mouth of a Brahmana,
which is neither spilt, nor falls (on the ground), nor ever peris-
hes, is far more excellent than Agnihotras.

85. A gift to one who is not a Brahmana (yields) the ordi-
nary (reward; a gift) to one who calls himself a Brahmana, a
double (reward); a gift to a well-read Brahmana, a hundred-
thousandfold (reward); (a gift) to one who knows the Veda and
the Angas (Vedaparaga, a reward) without end.

86. For according to the particular qualities of the recipient
and according to the faith (of the giver) a small or a great
reward will be obtained for a gift in the next world.

87. A king who, while he protects his people, is defied by
(foes), be they equal in strength, or stronger, or weaker, must
not shrink from battle, remembering the duty of Kshatriyas.

88. Not to turn back in battle, to protect the people, to ho-
nour the Brahmanas, is the best means for a king to secure
happiness.
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89. Those kings who, seeking to slay each other in battle,
fight with the utmost exertion and do not turn back, go to hea-
ven.

90. When he fights with his foes in battle, let him not strike
with weapons concealed (in wood), nor with (such as are) bar-
bed, poisoned, or the points of which are blazing with fire.

91. Let him not strike one who (in flight) has climbed on an
eminence, nor a eunuch, nor one who joins the palms of his
hands (in supplication), nor one who (flees) with flying hair, nor
one who sits down, nor one who says ’I am thine;’

92. Nor one who sleeps, nor one who has lost his coat of
mail, nor one who is naked, nor one who is disarmed, nor one
who looks on without taking part in the fight, nor one who is
fighting with another (foe);

93. Nor one whose weapons are broken, nor one afflicted
(with sorrow), nor one who has been grievously wounded, nor
one who is in fear, nor one who has turned to flight; (but in all
these cases let him) remember the duty (of honourable wa-
rriors).

94. But the (Kshatriya) who is slain in battle, while he turns
back in fear, takes upon himself all the sin of his master, whate-
ver (it may be);

95. And whatever merit (a man) who is slain in flight may
have gained for the next (world), all that his master takes.

96. Chariots and horses, elephants, parasols, money, grain,
cattle, women, all sorts of (marketable) goods and valueless
metals belong to him who takes them (singly) conquering (the
possessor).
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97. A text of the Veda (declares) that (the soldiers) shall
present a choice portion (of the booty) to the king; what has not
been taken singly, must be distributed by the king among all the
soldiers.

98. Thus has been declared the blameless, primeval law for
warriors; from this law a Kshatriya must not depart, when he
strikes his foes in battle.

99. Let him strive to gain what he has not yet gained; what
he has gained let him carefully preserve; let him augment what
he preserves, and what he has augmented let him bestow on
worthy men.

100. Let him know that these are the four means for securing
the aims of human (existence); let him, without ever tiring, pro-
perly employ them.

101. What he has not (yet) gained, let him seek (to gain) by
(his) army; what he has gained, let him protect by careful atten-
tion; what he has protected, let him augment by (various modes
of) increasing it; and what he has augmented, let him liberally
bestow (on worthy men).

102. Let him be ever ready to strike, his prowess constantly
displayed, and his secrets constantly concealed, and let him
constantly explore the weaknesses of his foe.

103. Of him who is always ready to strike, the whole world
stands in awe; let him therefore make all creatures subject to
himself even by the employment of force.

104. Let him ever act without guile, and on no account trea-
cherously; carefully guarding himself, let him always fathom
the treachery which his foes employ.
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105. His enemy must not know his weaknesses, but he must
know the weaknesses of his enemy; as the tortoise (hides its
limbs), even so let him secure the members (of his government
against treachery), let him protect his own weak points.

106. Let him plan his undertakings (patiently meditating)
like a heron; like a lion, let him put forth his strength; like a
wolf, let him snatch (his prey); like a hare, let him double in
retreat.

107. When he is thus engaged in conquest, let him subdue
all the opponents whom he may find, by the (four) expedients,
conciliation and the rest.

108. If they cannot be stopped by the three first expedients,
then let him, overcoming them by force alone, gradually bring
them to subjection.

109. Among the four expedients, conciliation and the rest,
the learned always recommend conciliation and (the employ-
ment of) force for the prosperity of kingdoms.

110. As the weeder plucks up the weeds and preserves the
corn, even so let the king protect his kingdom and destroy his
opponents.

111. That king who through folly rashly oppresses his king-
dom, (will), together with his relatives, ere long be deprived of
his life and of his kingdom.

112. As the lives of living creatures are destroyed by tor-
menting their bodies, even so the lives of kings are destroyed by
their oppressing their kingdoms.
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113. In governing his kingdom let him always observe the
(following) rules; for a king who governs his kingdom well,
easily prospers.

114. Let him place a company of soldiers, commanded (by a
trusty officer), the midst of two, three, five or hundreds of villa-
ges, (to be) a protection of the kingdom.

115. Let him appoint a lord over (each) village, as well as
lords of ten villages, lords of twenty, lords of a hundred, and
lords of a thousand.

116. The lord of one village himself shall inform the lord of
ten villages of the crimes committed in his village, and the ruler
of ten (shall make his report) to the ruler of twenty.

117. But the ruler of twenty shall report all such (matters) to
the lord of a hundred, and the lord of a hundred shall himself
give information to the lord of a thousand.

118. Those (articles) which the villagers ought to furnish
daily to the king, such as food, drink, and fuel, the lord of one
village shall obtain.

119. The ruler of ten (villages) shall enjoy one kula (as much
land as suffices for one family), the ruler of twenty five kulas,
the superintendent of a hundred villages (the revenues of) one
village, the lord of a thousand (the revenues of) a town.

120. The affairs of these (officials), which are connected
with (their) villages and their separate business, another minister
of the king shall inspect, (who must be) loyal and never remiss;

121. And in each town let him appoint one superintendent of
all affairs, elevated in rank, formidable, (resembling) a planet
among the stars.
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122. Let that (man) always personally visit by turns all those
(other officials); let him properly explore their behaviour in
their districts through spies (appointed to) each.

123. For the servants of the king, who are appointed to pro-
tect (the people), generally become knaves who seize the pro-
perty of others; let him protect his subjects against such (men).

124. Let the king confiscate the whole property of those
(officials) who, evil-minded, may take money from suitors, and
banish them.

125. For women employed in the royal service and for me-
nial servants, let him fix a daily maintenance, in proportion to
their position and to their work.

126. One pana must be given (daily) as wages to the lowest,
six to the highest, likewise clothing every six months and one
drona of grain every month.

127. Having well considered (the rates of) purchase and (of)
sale, (the length of) the road, (the expense for) food and condi-
ments, the charges of securing the goods, let the king make the
traders pay duty.

128. After (due) consideration the king shall always fix in
his realm the duties and taxes in such a manner that both he
himself and the man who does the work receive (their due)
reward.

129. As the leech, the calf, and the bee take their food little
by little, even so must the king draw from his realm moderate
annual taxes.
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130. A fiftieth part of (the increments on) cattle and gold
may be taken by the king, and the eighth, sixth, or twelfth part
of the crops.

131. He may also take the sixth part of trees, meat, honey,
clarified butter, perfumes, (medical) herbs, substances used for
flavouring food, flowers, roots, and fruit;

132. Of leaves, pot-herbs, grass, (objects) made of cane,
skins, of earthen vessels, and all (articles) made of stone.

133. Though dying (with want), a king must not levy a tax
on Srotriyas, and no Srotriya, residing in his kingdom, must
perish from hunger.

134. The kingdom of that king, in whose dominions a Srotri-
ya pines with hunger, will even, ere long, be afflicted by famine.

135. Having ascertained his learning in the Veda and (the
purity of) his conduct, the king shall provide for him means of
subsistence in accordance with the sacred law, and shall protect
him in every way, as a father (protects) the lawful son of his
body.

136. Whatever meritorious acts (such a Brahmana) performs
under the full protection of the king, thereby the king’s length of
life, wealth, and kingdom increase.

137. Let the king make the common inhabitants of his realm
who live by traffic, pay annually some trifle, which is called a
tax.

138. Mechanics and artisans, as well as Sudras who subsist
by manual labour, he may cause to work (for himself) one (day)
in each month.
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139. Let him not cut up his own root (by levying no taxes),
nor the root of other (men) by excessive greed; for by cutting up
his own root (or theirs), he makes himself or them wretched.

140. Let the king, having carefully considered (each) affair,
be both sharp and gentle; for a king who is both sharp and
gentle is highly respected.

141. When he is tired with the inspection of the business of
men, let him place on that seat (of justice) his chief minister,
(who must be) acquainted with the law, wise, self-controlled,
and descended from a (noble) family.

142. Having thus arranged all the affairs (of) his (govern-
ment), he shall zealously and carefully protect his subjects.

143. That (monarch) whose subjects are carried off by rob-
bers (Dasyu) from his kingdom, while they loudly call (for
help), and he and his servants are (quietly) looking on, is a dead
and not a living (king).

144. The highest duty of a Kshatriya is to protect his sub-
jects, for the king who enjoys the rewards, just mentioned, is
bound to (discharge that) duty.

145. Having risen in the last watch of the night, having
performed (the rite of) personal purification, having, with a co-
llected mind, offered oblations in the fire, and having worship-
ped Brahmanas, he shall enter the hall of audience which must
possess the marks (considered) auspicious (for a dwelling).

146. Tarrying there, he shall gratify all subjects (who come
to see him by a kind reception) and afterwards dismiss them;
having dismissed his subjects, he shall take counsel with his
ministers.
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147. Ascending the back of a hill or a terrace, (and) retiring
(there) in a lonely place, or in a solitary forest, let him consult
with them unobserved.

148. That king whose secret plans other people, (though)
assembled (for the purpose), do not discover, (will) enjoy the
whole earth, though he be poor in treasure.

149. At the time of consultation let him cause to be removed
idiots, the dumb, the blind, and the deaf, animals, very aged
men, women, barbarians, the sick, and those deficient in limbs.

150. (Such) despicable (persons), likewise animals, and par-
ticularly women betray secret council; for that reason he must
be careful with respect to them.

151. At midday or at midnight, when his mental and bodily
fatigues are over, let him deliberate, either with himself alone or
with his (ministers), on virtue, pleasure, and wealth,

152. On (reconciling) the attainment of these (aims) which
are opposed to each other, on bestowing his daughters in marria-
ge, and on keeping his sons (from harm),

153. On sending ambassadors, on the completion of underta-
kings (already begun), on the behaviour of (the women in) his
harem, and on the doings of his spies.

154. On the whole eightfold business and the five classes (of
spies), on the goodwill or enmity and the conduct of the circle
(of neighbours he must) carefully (reflect).

155. On the conduct of the middlemost (prince), on the
doings of him who seeks conquest, on the behaviour of the
neutral (king), and (on that) of the foe (let him) sedulously
(meditate).
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156. These (four) constituents (prakriti, form), briefly (spea-
king), the foundation of the circle (of neighbours); besides, eight
others are enumerated (in the Institutes of Polity) and (thus) the
(total) is declared to be twelve.

157. The minister, the kingdom, the fortress, the treasury,
and the army are five other (constituent elements of the circle);
for, these are mentioned in connexion with each (of the first
twelve; thus the whole circle consists), briefly (speaking, of)
seventy-two (constituent parts).

158. Let (the king) consider as hostile his immediate neigh-
bour and the partisan of (such a) foe, as friendly the immediate
neighbour of his foe, and as neutral (the king) beyond those two.

159. Let him overcome all of them by means of the (four)
expedients, conciliation and the rest, (employed) either singly or
conjointly, (or) by bravery and policy (alone).

160. Let him constantly think of the six measures of royal
policy (guna, viz.) alliance, war, marching, halting, dividing the
army, and seeking protection.

161. Having carefully considered the business (in hand), let
him resort to sitting quiet or marching, alliance or war, dividing
his forces or seeking protection (as the case may require).

162. But the king must know that there are two kinds of
alliances and of wars, (likewise two) of both marching and sit-
ting quiet, and two (occasions for) seeking protection.)

163. An alliance which yields present and future advantages,
one must know to be of two descriptions, (viz.) that when one
marches together (with an ally) and the contrary (when the allies
act separately).
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164. War is declared to be of two kinds, (viz.) that which is
undertaken in season or out of season, by oneself and for one’s
own purposes, and (that waged to avenge) an injury done to a
friend.

165. Marching (to attack) is said to be twofold, (viz. that
undertaken) by one alone when an urgent matter has suddenly
arisen, and (that undertaken) by one allied with a friend.

166. Sitting quiet is stated to be of two kinds, (viz. that
incumbent) on one who has gradually been weakened by fate or
in consequence of former acts, and (that) in favour of a friend.

167. If the army stops (in one place) and its master (in anot-
her) in order to effect some purpose, that is called by those
acquainted with the virtues of the measures of royal policy, the
twofold division of the forces.

168. Seeking refuge is declared to be of two kinds, (first) for
the purpose of attaining an advantage when one is harassed by
enemies, (secondly) in order to become known among the vir-
tuous (as the protege of a powerful king).

169. When (the king) knows (that) at some future time his
superiority (is) certain, and (that) at the time present (he will
suffer) little injury, then let him have recourse to peaceful mea-
sures.

170. But when he thinks all his subjects to be exceedingly
contented, and (that he) himself (is) most exalted (in power),
then let him make war.

171. When he knows his own army to be cheerful in dispo-
sition and strong, and (that) of his enemy the reverse, then let
him march against his foe.
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172. But if he is very weak in chariots and beasts of burden
and in troops, then let him carefully sit quiet, gradually concilia-
ting his foes.

173. When the king knows the enemy to be stronger in every
respect, then let him divide his army and thus achieve his pur-
pose.

174. But when he is very easily assailable by the forces of
the enemy, then let him quickly seek refuge with a righteous,
powerful king.

175. That (prince) who will coerce both his (disloyal) sub-
jects and the army of the foe, let him ever serve with every
effort like a Guru.

176. When, even in that (condition), he sees (that) evil is
caused by (such) protection, let him without hesitation have
recourse to war.

177. By all (the four) expedients a politic prince must arran-
ge (matters so) that neither friends, nor neutrals, nor foes are
superior to himself.

178. Let him fully consider the future and the immediate
results of all undertakings, and the good and bad sides of all past
(actions).

179. He who knows the good and the evil (which will result
from his acts) in the future, is quick in forming resolutions for
the present, and understands the consequences of past (actions),
will not be conquered.

180. Let him arrange everything in such a manner that no
ally, no neutral or foe may injure him; that is the sum of politi-
cal wisdom.
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181. But if the king undertakes an expedition against a hos-
tile kingdom, then let him gradually advance, in the following
manner, against his foe’s capital.

182. Let the king undertake his march in the fine month
Margasirsha, or towards the months of Phalguna and Kaitra,
according to the (condition of his) army.

183. Even at other times, when he has a certain prospect of
victory, or when a disaster has befallen his foe, he may advance
to attack him.

184. But having duly arranged (all affairs) in his original
(kingdom) and what relates to the expedition, having secured a
basis (for his operations) and having duly dispatched his spies;

185. Having cleared the three kinds of roads, and (having
made) his sixfold army (efficient), let him leisurely proceed in
the manner prescribed for warfare against the enemy’s capital.

186. Let him be very much on his guard against a friend who
secretly serves the enemy and against (deserters) who return
(from the enemy’s camp); for such (men are) the most dange-
rous foes.

187. Let him march on his road, arraying (his troops) like a
staff (i.e. in an oblong), or like a waggon (i.e. in a wedge), or
like a boar (i.e. in a rhombus), or like a Makara (i.e. in two
triangles, with the apices joined), or like a pin (i.e. in a long
line), or like a Garuda (i.e. in a rhomboid with far-extended
wings).

188. From whatever (side) he apprehends danger, in that
(direction) let him extend his troops, and let him always himself
encamp in an array, shaped like a lotus.
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189. Let him allot to the commander-in-chief, to the (subor-
dinate) general, (and to the superior officers) places in all direc-
tions, and let him turn his front in that direction whence he fears
danger.

190. On all sides let him place troops of soldiers, on whom
he can rely, with whom signals have been arranged, who are
expert both in sustaining a charge and in charging, fearless and
loyal.

191. Let him make a small number of soldiers fight in close
order, at his pleasure let him extend a large number in loose
ranks; or let him make them fight, arranging (a small number) in
the needle-array, (and a large number) in the thunderbolt-array.

192. On even ground let him fight with chariots and horses,
in water-bound places with boats and elephants, on (ground)
covered with trees and shrubs with bows, on hilly ground with
swords, targets, (and other) weapons.

193. (Men born in) Kurukshetra, Matsyas, Pankalas, and
those born in Surasena, let him cause to fight in the van of the
battle, as well as (others who are) tall and light.

194. After arranging his troops, he should encourage them
(by an address) and carefully inspect them; he should also mark
the behaviour (of the soldiers) when they engage the enemy.

195. When he has shut up his foe (in a town), let him sit
encamped, harass his kingdom, and continually spoil his grass,
food, fuel, and water.

196. Likewise let him destroy the tanks, ramparts, and dit-
ches, and let him assail the (foe unawares) and alarm him at
night.
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197. Let him instigate to rebellion those who are open to
such instigations, let him be informed of his (foe’s) doings, and,
when fate is propitious, let him fight without fear, trying to
conquer.

198. He should (however) try to conquer his foes by conci-
liation, by (well-applied) gifts, and by creating dissension, used
either separately or conjointly, never by fighting, (if it can be
avoided.)

199. For when two (princes) fight, victory and defeat in the
battle are, as experience teaches, uncertain; let him therefore
avoid an engagement.

200. (But) if even those three before-mentioned expedients
fail, then let him, duly exerting himself, fight in such a manner
that he may completely conquer his enemies.

201. When he has gained victory, let him duly worship the
gods and honour righteous Brahmanas, let him grant exemp-
tions, and let him cause promises of safety to be proclaimed.

202. But having fully ascertained the wishes of all the (con-
quered), let him place there a relative of the (vanquished ruler
on the throne), and let him impose his conditions.

203. Let him make authoritative the lawful (customs) of the
(inhabitants), just as they are stated (to be), and let him honour
the (new king) and his chief servants with precious gifts.

204. The seizure of desirable property which causes displea-
sure, and its distribution which causes pleasure, are both recom-
mendable, (if they are) resorted to at the proper time.

205. All undertakings (in) this (world) depend both on the
ordering of fate and on human exertion; but among these two
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(the ways of) fate are unfathomable; in the case of man’s work
action is possible.

206. Or (the king, bent on conquest), considering a friend,
gold, and land (to be) the triple result (of an expedition), may,
using diligent care, make peace with (his foe) and return (to his
realm).

207. Having paid due attention to any king in the circle (of
neighbouring states) who might attack him in the rear, and to his
supporter who opposes the latter, let (the conqueror) secure the
fruit of the expedition from (the prince whom he attacks), whet-
her (he may have become) friendly or (remained) hostile.

208. By gaining gold and land a king grows not so much in
strength as by obtaining a firm friend, (who), though weak,
(may become) powerful in the future.

209. A weak friend (even) is greatly commended, who is
righteous (and) grateful, whose people are contented, who is
attached and persevering in his undertakings.

210. The wise declare him (to be) a most dangerous foe,
who is wise, of noble race, brave, clever, liberal, grateful, and
firm.

211. Behaviour worthy of an Aryan, knowledge of men,
bravery, a compassionate disposition, and great liberality are the
virtues of a neutral (who may be courted).

212. Let the king, without hesitation, quit for his own sake
even a country (which is) salubrious, fertile, and causing an
increase of cattle.

213. For times of need let him preserve his wealth; at the
expense of his wealth let him preserve his wife; let him at all
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events preserve himself even by (giving up) his wife and his
wealth.

214. A wise (king), seeing that all kinds of misfortunes vio-
lently assail him at the same time, should try all (the four)
expedients, be it together or separately, (in order to save him-
self.)

215. On the person who employs the expedients, on the
business to be accomplished, and on all the expedients collecti-
vely, on these three let him ponder and strive to accomplish his
ends.

216. Having thus consulted with his ministers on all these
(matters), having taken exercise, and having bathed afterwards,
the king may enter the harem at midday in order to dine.

217. There he may eat food, (which has been prepared) by
faithful, incorruptible (servants) who know the (proper) time
(for dining), which has been well examined (and hallowed) by
sacred texts that destroy poison.

218. Let him mix all his food with medicines (that are) anti-
dotes against poison, and let him always be careful to wear
gems which destroy poison.

219. Well-tried females whose toilet and ornaments have
been examined, shall attentively serve him with fans, water, and
perfumes.

220. In like manner let him be careful about his carriages,
bed, seat, bath, toilet, and all his ornaments.

221. When he has dined, he may divert himself with his
wives in the harem; but when he has diverted himself, he must,
in due time, again think of the affairs of state.
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222. Adorned (with his robes of state), let him again inspect
his fighting men, all his chariots and beasts of burden, the wea-
pons and accoutrements.

223. Having performed his twilight-devotions, let him, well
armed, hear in an inner apartment the doings of those who make
secret reports and of his spies.

224. But going to another secret apartment and dismissing
those people, he may enter the harem, surrounded by female
(servants), in order to dine again.

225. Having eaten there something for the second time, and
having been recreated by the sound of music, let him go to rest
and rise at the proper time free from fatigue.

226. A king who is in good health must observe these rules;
but, if he is indisposed, he may entrust all this (business) to his
servants.
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